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his name, to the effect, "Russia is ready, France must be
ready also." Austria was convinced that Russia would ulti-
mately aid Serbia, unless the Serbian danger were dealt with
energetically after the Archduke's murder; she knew that
Russia was growing stronger every year; but she doubted
whether the Tsar's armaments had yet reached the point
at which Russia would dare to intervene; she would there-
fore run less risk of Russian intervention and a European
War if she used the Archduke's assassination as an excuse
for weakening Serbia, than if she should postpone action
until the future,
Russia's responsibility lay also in the secret preparatory
military measures which she was making at the same time
that she was carrying on diplomatic negotiations. These
alarmed Germany and Austria. But it was primarily Rus-
sia's general mobilization, made when Germany was trying
to bring Austria to a settlement, which precipitated the
final catastrophe, causing Germany to mobilize and declare
war.
The part of France is less clear than that of the other
Great Powers, because she has not yet made a full publica-
tion of her documents. To be sure, M. Poincare, in the
fourth volume of his memoirs, has made a skilful and elabo-
rate plea, to prove "La France innocente" But he is not
convincing* It is quite clear that on his visit to Russia he
assured the Tsar's Government that France would support
her as an ally in preventing Austria from humiliating or
crushing Serbia. Paleologue renewed these assurances in
a way to encourage Russia to take a strong hand. He did
not attempt to restrain Russia from military measures which
he knew would call forth German counter-measures and
cause war. Nor did he keep his Government promptly and
fully informed of the military steps which were being taken
at St. Petersburg, President Poincare, upon his return to
France, made efforts for peace, but his great preoccupation